Senior center can move forward

However, Court of Appeals is requiring a supplemental environmental impact report and
general plan amendments.
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The Court of Appeals ruled Monday that Huntington Beach could go ahead with a $22-million senior
center in Huntington Central Park and use money from the Pacific City project to fund it, officials
said.

The court also upheld the vote of the people to allow the center to be build built in the park, City Atty.
Jennifer McGrath said in a statement.

"l am pleased to report the Court of Appeals issued a favorable ruling in the senior center case
today," she said.

The court ruled, though, that the city must create a supplemental environmental impact report for
the project and amend its general plan to make the project compliant.

The city is looking into the deadline for filing an appeal on the decision, according to the statement.

Orange County Superior Court Judge David C. Velasquez originally ruled that the city was in
violation of its general plan and the California Environmental Quality Act after the Parks Legal
Defense Fund, a citizens group, filed a lawsuit challenging the project in March 2008.

Velazquez also found the use of the entire $22 million from Pacific City, a stalled project on Pacific
Coast Highway that would bring a hotel, residential, retail and restaurant facilities together, to be a
violation of a state act.

The Pacific City funds are being used under the Quimby Act, a state law that sets aside money to
preserve open space, establish recreational facilities or fund other facilities for Pacific City residents
to use. The judge originally found that funding the entire project with Quimby Act dollars did not
fully comply with the requirements of the state act.

The city appealed that decision in July, according to court records.
The new senior center, a 45,000-square-foot, one-story facility, is to be built on a 5-acre section of
Huntington Central Park to replace the existing Michael E. Rodgers Seniors' Center on Orange

Avenue.

The project was approved by voters in November 2006 and originally slated for completion in April
2011.



